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WHAT IS SPEAKUP?

Speak Up is a National Theatre project,
working with The Lowry, which aims to engage
nearly 150,000 young people in 55 schools
and 11 areas of the country over the next three
years. It's a co-created initiative that aims to

give young people a voice. Uniting schools,
students and communities, the program is
about celebrating creativity. Working with
local artists and teachers, the students will
make work that is about issues that they
want to explore and together they will create
a piece of work that allows them be heard.

We're excited to welcome schools from across
Greater Manchester to The Lowry today to
showcase the work they have developed as
part of the Speak Up programme.
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Speak Up schools from Wigan

BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL
Bravery
A short film from the Speak Up group at

Bedford High School that follows the stories of
6 people and how they have to use bravery.

BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL
Don’t be a Chicken

A satire collection of short scenes highlighting
animal cruelty and the threat of global
warming. We aim to inform and entertain,
drawing attention to a variety of animals and
the issues they face.

DEAN TRUST ROSE
BRIDGE

Welcome to Wigan

An immersive, theatrical portrayal of Wigan
through the eyes of its young people. An
ensemble driven collective piece that pop up
anywhere at anytime and invite its audiences
to walk among the people and places of
Wigan - or at least, how they see it.

FRED LONGWORTH
HIGH SCHOOL

‘Oh you creatures, pouring jelly
boogie into that selfie soup at the
summoning, DON'T BREAK THE
DRESS CODE"

You are invited to the biggest NYE party ever,
with sparkly drinks and everything! In a place
a bit like here, but not quiet. With a group of
creatures that are totally themselves, but not
at all. Upside down, right side up. Change
making monsters dance with a lovely Jelly
that your grandma made, but don’t get

too attached because not everything is as

it seems. This film has been devised and
created from conversations about identity
and authentic self. The group have explored
creative alter egos and characterising

different parts of themselves. All the elements

of this film have been created by the group,
from props to clay models.

LOWTON COFE
HIGH SCHOOL

Visual Art Exhibition

Working with visual artist, Kate Freeborough,
the Speak Up group created three large
canvases displaying messages of hope and joy
to be permanently displayed in the playground
of their school.
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For information about The Lowry's Learning & Engagement programmes,
visit thelowry.com/get-creative
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